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RETRO-REFLECTIVE VESTS CLARIFICATION
Given the widespread demand for retro-reflective vests in the market due to the entry into effect of Decree-Law no. 44/2005, of February 23, introducing in no. 4 of art. 88 of the Highway Code, the mandatory use of this personal protective equipment (PPE) in accordance with the procedure set out therein, it is important to make some additional clarifications.
The above-mentioned regulation of the Highway Code was governed by Directive No. 311D/2005, of March 24, with regard to the characteristics that the retro-reflective vests must respect in relation to the following harmonized standards
:
· NP EN 471-high-visibility signaling clothing;
· NP EN 1150-protective clothing/clothing for visibility for non-professional use/test methods and requirements.
These are national standards adopting the harmonized European standards, concerning the PPE in question, resulting from the Council Directive of December 21, 1989 (89/686/EEC) which, in turn, was transposed by Decree-Law No. 128/93, of April 22, as amended by Decree-Law no. 139/95, of June 14 and no. 374/98, of November 24. This Decree-Law was regulated by Directive No. 1131/93, of November 4, with the amendments introduced by Directives no. 109/96, of April 10 and no. 695/97, of August 19.
Under the current legislation-mentioned previously, the retro-reflective vests must obtain EC type examination certification, after which no changes should be introduced to the model.
The vest should bear a label with the following information:
· [image: image1.emf]EC Conformance  Mark 
· Name, trademark or other marks identifying the manufacturer or his authorized representative;
· Designation of the product type, the commercial name or code;
· Designation of size (in accordance with EN 340);
· Number of specific harmonized European standard (EN 471, or EN 1150);
· Pictograms and, if applicable (in the case of it being a vest in conformance with EN 471), performance levels.
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Pictogram (Figure)
X-number that indicated the class of the area of high-visibility material 
Y-number that indicates the class of retro-reflective material
The vest should be supplied to the consumer with an instruction brochure/booklet.
If the consumer verifies that the requirements are not met in products placed on the market, you are informed that the body responsible for supervision of the placement of PPE in the market is the General Inspectorate for Economic Activities to which any complaints and claims should be sent. 
With regard to the existence of advertising and logos on vests, you are informed that its placement must comply with the harmonized standards mentioned above, being always necessary a verification of conformance after the introduction of the advertising and logos, if the EC examination certificate has not been issued with logos and advertising inscriptions. For this purpose, the Technological Center of Textile and Clothing Industries of Portugal-CITEVE should be contacted:
V. N. de Famalicão Office
Covilhã Office
Quinta da Maia-Rua Fernando Mesquita, 2785
Quinta da Corredoura
4760-034 Vila Nova de Famalicão
6201-907 Covilhã
Tel.: 252 300 300
Tel.: 275 330 300
Fax: 252 300 317 / 252 300 374
Fax: 275 330 324
E-mail: citeve@citeve.pt
E-mail: citeve.del@citeve.pt
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�These are national standards adopting the harmonized European standards, concerning the PPE in question, resulting from the Council Directive of December 21, 1989 (89/686/EEC) which, in turn, was transposed by Decree-Law No. 128/93, of April 22, as amended by Decree-Law no. 139/95, June 14 and no. 374/98, of November 24. This Decree-Law was regulated by Directive No. 1131/93, of November 4, with the amendments introduced by Directives no. 109/96, of April 10 and no. 695/97, of August 19.





